c'Once upon a time the Emperor had a farm servant who was a serf. But the son of the serf went to school and learned philosophy. He sojourned in the big cities and came to know how his nation was kept in slavery. And when he had grown so old as to be in that stage of existence wherein bodily and mental powers generally begin to wane, he rose up and, unarmed and friendless, went wandering round the world. He rallied kings to war, overturned the Old Empire, and founded an independent State for his own people, over whom he ruled wisely and long even unto a very advanced old age."
A comprehensive survey of Masaryk's life and work, from which the above extract is taken, is to be found in Emil Ludwig's Leaders of Europe.